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Prayer (^reflection 

. . . and the way to life stands open . ’ 




So they have gone fishing. But the shrouded in smoke and the dawn mist. 



Becky Bevan reflects on the 
Resurrection appearance of 
Jesus to the tired and 
disillusioned fishermen. 

D awn is breaking and the 

first light of day creeps up 
over the Golan Hills. On 
the lake there are some 
fishermen in a small boat. 
On the beach a single figure stands by a 
charcoal fire. 

The smoke rises. The sun comes up. 
The men in the boat haven’t been 
fishing for a while - other events, 
terrible events have kept them from 
their nets. But now they’re in their boat 
again. Only a week after the empty 
tomb, but they’re back where they’re 
comfortable, on the familiar lake. And 
why not? What else could they do? 

‘We know the need, for 
normality when the world 
is falling apart. ’ 

There’s comfort in the old routine. 
‘I’m going fishing,’ Peter had said - well, 
of course he would want to go fishing, 
the desire to just get back to ‘normal’ in 
the midst of crisis is something we all 
know about. Put the kettle on, get back 
to the allotment, wash the car... we 
know the need for normality when the 
world is falling apart. 



waters are empty and it has been a long 
dark night of pointless activity. It’s 
almost as if the lake mocks them - there’s 
nothing here for you it seems to say. From 
the boat the figure on the beach is 
almost out of sight - just an outline 



Later the disciples will know it is Jesus. 

He will call to them, he will tell them 
to put their nets down on the right side 
of the boat, and he will wait on that 
beach as they come to him dragging 
nets so full they can hardly be carried. 



But for now he is a figure who is almost 
out of sight. For me it is this barely 
visible Jesus that makes this scene so 
poignant. So much of life is made up of 
rubbish fishing trips, and so much of the 
Christian journey is straining to see 
across the empty lake to the figure of 
Christ. 

But also - and this is what brings me 

‘Jesus calls to his friends, - 
come and break your fast...’ 

back to this scene again and again - 
occasionally and momentarily and 
gloriously we realise that he hasn’t gone 
away and we catch a glimpse of Jesus 
right there in our confusion and 
disappointment. These ordinary 
resurrections are always as surprising as 
they are wonderful. 

The figure on the beach calls, the 
voice is somehow familiar - an 
invitation is issued: ‘Come and have 
breakfast’ Jesus calls to his friends - 
come and break your fast, come and 
enjoy the first meal of the new day. And 
as they respond to Jesus’s invitation to 
eat with him they begin to see that this 
really is the Jesus who they thought had 
gone. In this breakfast is a very holy 
communion. The smoke rises. The sun 
comes up. A new day has dawned. 

The Revd Becky Bevan is Rector of the 

Aldermaston and Woolhampton Benefice 

in Berkshire. 



May prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



(The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.) 



Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 

MON 2 Schorne: clergy David Meakin, 
Mary Cruddas, Philip Mears, Janet Bayly. 
North Marston (VC), Quainton (VC), 
Waddesdon (VA), Westcott (VC) Schools. 

TUE 3 The Claydons & Swan: clergy David 
Hiscock, Peter Knight, Angela Mann. 
Marsh Gibbon (VA), Twyford (VC) Schools. 

WED 4 Winslow with Great Horwood & 
Addington: clergy Belinda Searle-Barnes, 
Geoffrey Ball. Winslow (VC), Great 
Horwood (VC) Schools. 

THU 5 Caverhsam St Andrew: clergy Nigel 
Jones, Caroline Wilson. 

FRI 6 Caversham Thameside & 
Mapledurham: clergy Dan Tyndall, Jeremy 
Tear, Keith Knee-Robinson, Graeme 
Fancourt, Marion Pyke. 

SAT 7 Earley St Nicolas: clergy Neil 

Warwick. 

MON 9 Earley St Peter: clergy Derek 
Spears, Maggie Thorne; LLM Roy Baxter. 
Earley St Peter (VA) School. 

TUE 10 Earley Trinity (LEP): clergy 
Jonathan Salmon, Cath Mackrell, lay 
worker Ann Baker. 

WED 1 1 Emmer Green St Barnabas with 
Caversham Park (LEP): clergy Derek 
Chandler, Margaret Dimmick, Heather 
Wilson (Baptist); LLMs Elizabeth Gash, 
Paula Andrews. 



THU 12 Loddon Reach: clergy Maurice 
Stanton-Saringer, Beatrice Pearson, Chris 
Leslie; LLMs Pauline Stanton-Saringer, 
Michael Dexter-Elisha. Grazeley (VA), 
Shinfield St Mary’s (VA) Schools. 

FRI 13 Reading All Saints: clergy Nicholas 
Cheeseman; LLM Sylvia Cummins. 
Reading All Saints (VA), St Mary & All 
Saints (VA) Schools. 

SAT 14 Reading Christchurch: clergy 
David West, John Croton; Pastoral 
Assistants Mr P Smith, Joan van Emden. 
Reading New (VA) School. 

MON 16 Reading Greyfriars (with New 
Hope Community Church): clergy 

Jonathan Wilmot, Catharine Morris, Pads 
Dolphin; lay pastor Phil Cooke; LLMs Philip 
Giddings, Christine Ledger, Sue Wilmot, 
John Ledger, Dennis Parker; Pastoral 
Assistant Penelope Cuthbert; Youth Pastor 
Stan Lyth; Children’s Worker Carol Atkins. 

TUE 17 Reading Holy Trinity, Reading St 
Mark: The leadership team and 

congregations of Holy Trinity and St Mark. 

WED 18 Reading St Agnes with St Paul & 
St Barnabas: clergy Vernon Orr, Leon 
Collyer, Eddie Orme; LLM Christine Orme. 

THU 19 Reading St Giles: The leadership 
team and congregation of St Giles. 

FRI 20 Reading St John the Evangelist: 

clergy Vincent Gardner, Nick Benson, 
Suzanne Knight, Ali Marshall; LLMs 
Richard Croft, Peter Marshall, Jeremy 
Thake, Don Mason. Reading St John’s (VA) 



School. 

SAT 21 St Mary with St Laurence: clergy 
Brian Shenton, Chris Russell, Matt 
Stevens; Youth Work Director Christopher 
West. 

MON 23 Reading St Luke with St 
Bartholomew: clergy Nigel Hardcastle, 
Richard Christopher, Christine Blackman; 
LLM June Hardcastle. 

TUE 24 Reading St Matthew: The 

leadership team and congregation of St 
Matthew. 

WED 25 Tilehurst St Catherine & Calcot St 
Birinus: clergy Denis Smith, Lorraine 
Colam; LLMs Tony Bartlett, Michael 
Heather. 

THU 26 Tilehurst St George, Tilehurst St 
Mary Magdalen: clergy Adam Carlill, 
Michael Oke, Peter Grosse, Duncan White. 

FRI 27 Tilehurst St Michael: clergy John 
Rogers; LLM emeritus Don Wark. 

SAT 28 Southlake St James (Woodley): 

clergy Moira Astin, Tim Astin; LLMs David 
Fulford, Michael Patterson; Youth Pastor 
Ian Mullens. 

MON 30 Woodley St John the Evangelist: 

clergy Eddie Marquez, Sean Riordan; LLM 
Susan Walters. Woodley (VC) School. 

TUE 31 Culham Institute, Director John 
Gay. The Centre for Studies, Director 
Wonsuk Ma. Pusey House, Principal 
Jonathan Baker. 



Sundays 

‘For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who 
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. (ICor. 1:18 NRSV). 

SUNDAY 1 Claydon Deanery: area dean David Hiscock, lay 
chair & secretary Geoff Strutt, treasurer Mr Capstik, 
ecumenical representative Lorna Piper. The people, PCCs, 
wardens and support staff of the deanery. For a large vote 
in the local elections and national AV referendum being 
held this week. The Anglican Church in The New Guinea 
Islands. 

SUNDAY 8 Reading Deanery: Area Dean Brian Shenton, lay 
chair Peter Jeal, secretary Sue Nallon, treasurer Joan Walker, 
ecumenical representative Owen Jewiss, associate clergy 
Colin Bass; chaplain to the deaf Roger Williams; LLM Anna 
Knaggs. The people, PCCs, wardens and support staff of 
the Deanery. The Bishop’s Council meeting on Friday. The 
Anglican Church in Newcastle (New South Wales). 

SUNDAY 15 The work of Christian Aid throughout the world. 
The course on Children’s Spirituality being held at Milton 
Keynes on Saturday, leader Yvonne Morris. The Oxford 
Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers holding their AGM at 
Islip on Saturday. The Episcopal Church in the USA. 

SUNDAY 22 The Centre for Youth Ministry and Youth 
Ministers’ network in the diocese. The Anglican Church in 
North Argentina (South America). 

SUNDAY 29 The diocesan and archdeaconry advisors for 
Licensed Lay Ministry. The Episcopal Church in Northern 
Michigan (USA). 
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Giving out the real message of Easter 



Churches in Milton Keynes have 
teamed up with the town’s Food 
Bank to give out parcels 
containing chocolate treats 
complete with the real message of 
Easter. 

More than 100 Real Easter 
Eggs have been donated by 
members of All Saints Milton 
Keynes Village, Christ the 
Cornerstone, the Anglican and 
Free Church and the Catholic 
congregations at Christ the King, 
Kents Hill and at St Mary’s 
Wavendon. 

The eggs will be packaged up 
in food bank parcels and given to 
people in need. The Real Easter 
Egg was piloted in the Oxford 
Diocese last year, when orders for 
the eggs flooded in. David 
Marshall, in the Manchester 
Diocese set up the Meaningful 
Chocolate Company to produce 
them. 

The eggs are made from fairly 



traded chocolate and the box has 
the Christian message of Easter 
on it. For every egg sold, 30p goes 
to the Fair Trade Exchange to 
support overseas development. 
And 10 per cent of the profits will 
go to Baby Lifeline supporting 
new mums in the UK. 

Over the Easter period, people 
in the UK are expected to munch 
their way through 80 million 
Easter eggs. Until now, not one of 
them has mentioned the 
Christian understanding of 
Easter on the box. Mike 
Sanderson who co-ordinated the 
donation said: “It is not very 
often that by people just 
purchasing an Easter egg they 
could help people in Milton 
Keynes, in the UK and overseas 
all at the same time.” 




For more details see 



www.therealeasteregg.co.uk 
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Gatehouse gets a new home 



THE GATEHOUSE cafe for 
Oxford’s homeless people has 
been saved from homelessness 
itself with the offer of space in 
parish rooms at St Giles Church, 
Woodstock Road. 

The Gatehouse has been 
based in Northgate Hall, St 
Michael’s Street for 20 years, but 
has been told that its service, 
which offers free tea, cake, 
coffee, fruit and soup to more 
than 75 people on six days each 
week, must move by March 2012. 

The St Giles rooms were due 
for refurbishment and the 
Gatehouse has launched an 
appeal for £175,000 for work 
including a new kitchen. 
Director Andrew Smith said: 
“We’re really excited at the 



prospect of the move, although 
it’s going to involve a lot of 
preparation and hard work. It 
will be wonderful to have access 
all on one level for people with 
disabilities, as well as a proper 
office and modern kitchen. 

“The building has a lot of 
character and the architect has 
made the most of it. The church 
has been very welcoming and 
has listened to our ideas about 
the new design. It’s the new 
home we were praying for. Now 
all we have to do is come up with 
the cash.” 




For more details see 

www.oxfordgatehouse.org 



Church joins atomic protest 



MEMBERS of St Michael and All 
Angels Church, New Marston, 
Oxford are taking part in a series 
of protests taking place at the 
Tadley Gate of the Atomic 
Weapons Centre, Aide rmas ton. 

In between the items of 
clothing were A3 letters spelling 
out ‘LOVE OUR NEIGHBOURS. 
JOBS FOR PEACE. DE- 
COMMISSION WEAPONS OF 
MASS DESTRUCTION. LOVE 
YOUR ENEMY, during one of the 
protests, held late last month. 

As the May Door was going to 
press, church members were set 
to join in more protests at the 
site. The Revd David Paterson, 
associate priest at St Michael’s, 
said “We included a passage 
from the Bishop of Oxford’s 
book Love Jesus , lamenting the 
tragedy of the arms race. We 
finished up by dancing to Sue 
Gillmurray’s song The Road to 
Peace. 




“ We think it was very effective. 
Highly visual and not to be missed 
by the stream of drivers leaving 
their jobs between 3.45pm and 
5.15pm. We hope they found it 
attractive, good humoured and 
thought-provoking. ” 

David said it was important for 
the Church to be involved in 
anti-nuclear protests because 
wars don’t solve anything and 
called for the peaceful 
decommissioning of arms. He 
said: “We have to change hearts 
and minds, so they are not 
violent.” 



Creative workshops to inspire 
vulnerable women 




WORKSHOPS for some of Reading’s most vulnerable people 
are being held at the city’s Women’s Centre. The Pilgrim Heart’s 
Trust is running classes in storytelling, writing, card making, 
photography and podcasts. 

They plan to produce a 2012 calendar and stage an exhibition 
of their work in Reading town centre later this year to raise funds 
for the centre. 

Drama tutors Jane Turner and Hayley Cornwell, the poet 
Sarah de Nordwall and greetings card designer Margaret Forrest 
will work with Pilgrim Hearts Trust Directors David and Elaine 
Chalmers-Brown to hold the workshops. 

Rosemary King will run classes on Photoshop and computer 
skills. Last year the team ran a successful series of Arts workshops 
for the homeless in Reading and, in 2009, an inspiring nine 
month project Voice to the Voiceless at the Women’s Centre. 

The workshops will be funded by a £8,800 grant from the Big 
Lottery Fund’s Awards for All. Elaine says the grant will mean the 
Trust can take part in The Big Society despite all the cutbacks in 
local government funding for charities. “We will help Reading 
women find their hidden talents. We’ll take photos of their work 
for display at an exhibition and compile a calendar so they can 
see how well they have done; it will give them a great sense of 
achievement”. 

Mabel Boyd, who runs the Women’s Centre, is excited about 
the project “It will be an adventure for the women who come 
here. These women often have a difficult time, many of them are 
unemployed and have a whole range of problems including 
learning difficulties and domestic issues. Without the Women’s 
Centre they would be stuck at home alone. The new workshops 
will be a chance for them to stimulate their minds and enrich 
their lives”. 



News 



IN BRIEF 



Olympic launch 

SPORTING hero Sir Roger 
Bannister CBE will be guest of 
honour at the launch of the 
diocesan Olympics project in 
Oxford on 1 7 May. 

Bishop John is inviting every 
parish to send a representative 
to the launch at the Said 
Business School from 6.30-9 
pm. “Millions of people across 
the world will be caught up in the 
Games - and nowhere more so 
than in Britain," said Bishop 
John. “As a diocese we are 
working closely with More than 
Gold to make the most of the 
opportunities for ‘making 
disciples’ the Games offer our 
churches." 

To attend contact Revd Janet Binns 
(janet.binns@oxford.anglican.org or 
01753 528672). 

top speaker 

THE latest speaker to be 
confirmed for the Diocese’s 
Mend the Gap conference is 
the internationally renowned Dr 
Graeme Codrington. 

The conference aims to inspire 
and empower churches in their 
work with children and young 
people whether they are looking 
to start, sustain or develop that 
work. Graeme is an expert on 
multi-generational workplaces 
and one of his books is the 
bestseller Mind the Gap 
published in 2004. 

He will be joining the Revd 
Mark Griffiths, Bishop John and 
representatives from RE Inspired, 
Messy Church and the Boys 
Brigade for the conference, on 
1 8 June, 1 0am to 3.30pm. The 
cost is £5, including lunch. To 
book your place email 
carolyn.main@oxford.anglican.org 
or call 01865 208257. 



Gospels project 

ATTORNEY General the Rt Hon 
Dominic Grieve was one of the 
, first people to put pen to paper 
to produce the Flackwell Heath 
Gospels. 

The project was launched by 
the Revd Chris Bull, of Christ 
Church, Flackwell Heath, 
Buckinghamshire, to celebrate 
the 400th anniversary of the King 
James Bible. Residents, 
churches, schools, businesses, 
clubs and activities - have been 
invited to take part in handwriting 
a total of 3779 verses. 

The completed gospels will 
then be displayed at the village 
Cherry Fayre in July. See page 
15 for details of the Oxfordshire 
Gospels project 

Archbishop tickets 

AT the time of going to press 
there were still tickets available 
for the diocesan Eucharist with 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

The service is at 1 1 .30am on 
Saturday 7 May at St Mary’s, 
Banbury. If you’d like to attend, 
please contact your Area 
Bishop’s office. 
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i n god 

John rritchard found ° nd 



When you dig a bit below the 
surface, you are likely to dis- 
cover that many of us who attend 
church regularly feel we have lost 
touch with a living experience 
of God, Indeed, we may find we 
no longer believe in God at all. 

The reasons why faith breaks down 
are multi-layered and complex, and 
this sympathetic volume has been 
written for those who aren’t satisfied 
with pious answers to real ques- 
tions and disappointments- John 
Pritchard draws deeply on his own 
experience of dark times in order to 
shed light on what we may be going 
through ourselves, He then offers 
starting points from which we might 
rediscover and re-imagine a more 
realistic faith in the God who, despite 



appearances, is ever present with 
us, whether apprehended or not, 

‘This is an unusually honest 
book. Its analysis is plain-spoken 
and compassionate, and what 
Bishop John has to say about find - 
ing ways to live constructively with 
times of emptiness is superbly welt 
focused. You'll emerge from read- 
ing this with - probably - relief that 
a widespread set of challenges has 
been so sensitively identified and 
- certainly - with gratitude for sen- 
sible, durable advice on how to go 
on making friends with the mystery 
we can never digest or contain / 

Archbishop Rowan Williams 





Living Jest/s 
RRP £9.99 
St Andrew's 
Bookshop 
price £7,99! 




Intercessors . 
Handbooks 
RRP £9.99 
St Andrew s 
Bookshop 
price £7.991 




How tn Pray 
RRP £9.99 
St Andrew’s 
Bookshop 
price £7.99! 



God Lost and Found 
RRP £9.99 

St Andrew’s Bookshop 
price only £7.99! 



The Life & Work £., 
of H Priest OPti 
RRP £9.99 
St Andrew's 
Bookshop 
price £7.99! 




St Andrew’s bookshops 

books change lives .. 



We have been serving local 
churches for over 50 years.. 
Visit your local branch to find 
out how our expertise can equip 
& resource you and your church. 

Great Missenden 
61-65 High Street 
HP16 0AL 
01494 862168 

High Wycombe 

All Saints, 8 Castle Street 

HP136RF 

01494 525511 

Oxford 

57c St Clements 
0X4 1AG 
01865 247567 

Witney 

31 High Street 
0X28 6HP 
01993 709429 

Wolverton 

50 Church Si 
MK12 5JW 
01908 221331 



For our other branches visit 
www.standrewsbookshop.co.uk 



Mail Order 01494 567250 

www.standrewsbookshop.co.uk 
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Discount 



Unleashed 
Erwin McManus 
£9.99 



Max on Life 
Max Lucado 
£9.99 



Grace by Louie Giglio 
RRP £13.99 
St Andrew's price £11 .99 





The Journey by Stuart Towncnd 
RRP £12.99 St Andrew's price £10.99 

In Stuart Townend's latest studio album, he tackles a broad 
range of themes, including the importance of generosity and 
the need for Christians to realign our concept ot what is 'curs'. < 



Messy Crafts by Lucy Moore 
RRP £6.99 St Andrew's price £5.99 

This is a craft hnnk with a difference! As well as bulg- 
ing with craft ideas to inspire your creativity, it is also a 
journal to scribble in, doodle on and generally make your 
own. The intention is that it will become a scrapbook of 
conversations, messy moments and prayers - a part of everyday life at 
home where you con sketch in your own ideas, list useful websites, make 
notes, reflect on spiritual moments, anri journal your Messy Church journey. 






15 % 
OFF! 



kt 




15 % off full price 
Books or CD's.* 

Bring this voucher into your local 
St Andrew's Bookshop Lu receive 
15% off full price books & CD®. 

“Terms & ODndftims appl^. Not to bo used m 
conjunction wrth any Other offer Valid until 
_ 31^011 __ 



* 
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A ‘Cryptic’ hang out 




THE vision for the Crypt Cafe Youth Club 
started about 15 years ago, when Anne 
Morse first saw the Crypt beneath All 
Saints’ Church, Marlow. 

“It was a great space, begging to be 
used for something much more exciting 
than just storage,” she says. The idea was 
put on hold until the Encounter Fresh 
Expressions congregation came to 
Marlow. Then the crypt was transformed 
into a space for a youth cafe and a base 
for a community youth worker. 

Enthusiasm for the project led to a 
partnership between the Anglican and 
Methodist churches in Marlow, attracting 
support from Buckinghamshire County 
Council and generous donations from 
individuals in Marlow. A Youth Forum 
sought views from the teenagers on what 
they wanted from the Cafe. 

After months of work the vision 
became a reality with modern lighting, 
comfortable furniture and a raft of 
equipment and video games. Stewart 
Grenyer, community youth worker, was 
appointed and the official opening last 
year attracted hundreds of parents and 
young people. 

The Crypt opens on Wednesday 
afternoons and there is a youth club on 
Friday evenings, with some structured 
activities. Stewart runs a Beta course on 
Sunday evenings and Buckinghamshire 
County Council will be starting a Health 
Zone soon - a first in a crypt. 



Stewart spends time networking with 
other youth agencies and schools to 
provide the best possible facilities for all 
teenagers in Marlow. All these activities 
rely on trained volunteers to supervise 
sessions under Stewart’s direction, and 
more are needed for additional sessions. 

Anne says: “As a volunteer it is a 
privilege to be there. Numbers of young 
people attending are growing, averaging 
20 or more each session and plans for the 
future include more away days, youth 
camps, a trainee youth worker and 
additional opening times.” 

And what do the young people think? 
One said “It’s good fun and a great place 
to hang out!” “It’s good, it gives us 
something to do and we can meet 
people.” 

Another added, “I heard about the 
open day and I came and couldn’t 
believe how much there was to do! It’s a 
brilliant place to come and it’s cool.” 
Anne added: “The balance between a 
safe place to share fellowship and fun 
and opportunities for Stewart to work 
with the young people in a structured 
way is a delicate one, but with God’s 
grace the Crypt Cafe will go from 
strength to strength.” 

Pics by Stewart Grenyer. 



Making Disciples - plan for autumn 



PARISHES are being encouraged to 
plan now for autumn events and 
discipleship courses. 

“Back to Church Sunday is a great way 
to welcome people who’ve not been to 
church for a while,” said the Revd Dr 
Michael Beasley. “To register see 
www.backtochurch.co.uk. If you prefer to 
use our own ‘Harvest Welcome’ 
resources from last year, contact the DCH 



communications team on 01865 208225. 

“Autumn is also a great time to run 
nurture courses that help people grow in 
discipleship. Alpha runs its national 
campaign and there’s a wide range of 
other approaches such as Emmaus , Start 
and Essence.” 

For more information see 
www. oxford, anglican . org/mission-and- 
evangelism/nurture-courses.” 



IN BRIEF 



Lend us a room 

Diocesan adoption and fostering charity 
Parents And Children Together are in need 
of some rooms where they can carry out 
therapeutic sessions with families. 

PACT is appealing to churches with a 
small room to contact them if they are 
willing to provide a space on an occasional 
basis for therapists to carry out sessions 
with adoptive and foster families. 

Rooms would need to have space to be 
set up informally with toys, bean bags and 
easy chairs, rather than a formal meeting 
space. 

If you think you could help please contact 
Chris Foote, Practice Manager - Post 
Adoption and Support Services on 
chris.foote@pactcharity.org or telephone 
0118 938 7600. 



CCOW gets the key to the 
door 

A SERVICE was followed by a party in April to 
celebrate the 21st Anniversary of Christian 
Concern for One World, (CCOW). 

People from across Oxfordshire, 

Berkshire and Buckinghamshire came to the 
event held in central Oxford. Others 
travelled from London and across the South 
of England to take part. CCOW was set up 
in 1 990 to carry out work including raising 
awareness of world development issues in 
the Oxford Diocese. 

For more information see 
www. ccow. org.uk. 




Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Ern e it it 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
Visit me at 

www. ro n al d e m ettf u r n it u re . co m 



CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 



Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0511 



MEL ROSE BOOKS 

Established 1969 

SEEKS NEW 
MANUSCRIPTS IN 
ALL SUBJECTS 

For an appraisal contact 
Melrose Books (Ref:TD ) 

StThomas 1 Place, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4GG 

Telephone: 

01353 646608 

Email: infoOmel rosebooks.co.uk 





All i ■' p . 
******* 



Salt Insurance 

short Avtd ttgvcL 



SALT Insurance team have over 1 U years experience in providing 
medical and travel insurance for missionaries, church groups and 
individuals. 

We have: 

• policies to suit your needs 

• competitive prices 

• special group rates and discounts 

• no a uto mat i c pre- exi sti n q med ic a l con d it i on exc I usio n 

• hiigh risk areas cover ava ila ble 

So if you are going on mission, Short or Long Term, or just taking a 
relaxing holiday, contact SALT for a quute. 

telephone: 01342 843560 

email: info@saltiftsjjrance.tom 
visit our website: ww w.salti n surancc.com 



SALS iFuurark>i l< mrifd nattered to togUnfl and WSI« 
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Independent family funeral directors and 
monunmy masons, 

24 Hour^ssfetance 
4 Offices with parking 
Competitively priced 
Flowora by ifilftphnns and nn-line 
Stone memorial & 

P re- paid funeral plans 




Reading head office 0110 957 3550 

Oflu ,i La . ri J ii ci Wfciv . 1 1 ; ri . ui i, fii.i jm ii ■! Hi m i ry in i ■T' Ltiirs 

www. abwalker.co.uk 



Stained Glass 

Slgsig ns 

01494 • 773712 
David VVasley MA * FMGP 
www. 3rd mi Men mu mart! * ts.co.uk 



Tired of Watching 
Christians Living Broken 
Lives? Learn How You 
Can Change That! 



www.NeverEverTheSame.com/training 



Ellel Ministries +44 (0) 1252 797 340 






Swanboume House 

preparation lor top 

public schools 

i aps, C0-rn, boarding 6 day, 

PREP SCHOOL FOR 3- 1 3 YEAR OLDS 

Swanboume gives all its pupils a flying start. 
Gubbituu Guard iuriuhip liavw draoribud uw au, 
u h Byluwl y^u would druam of." 



Next Open Morning 
Friday ICHh June 2011 



For details contact 
Mrs C Hollo wday 
tel. 01296 720 2B4 
office ©swan bourne.org 
www. swan bourne, o rg 




To Advertise Call 

01752 225623 



Egypt 




Seeing some of Egypt’s most 
poverty stricken communities 
empowered and transformed 
is the most rewarding part of 

Salwa Morcos’s job. She 
speaks to Jo Duckies. 

A s Salwa visited the Oxford Diocese 
she was keeping her eye on news 
reports about the referendum for 
constitutional changes that was taking 
place back home in Egypt. “I’m checking 
the internet all the time to keep up to 
date on the news,” she says. 

Salwa spent a week in the UK in the 
run up to Christian Aid Week (May 15 to 
21) raising awareness of the poverty in 
Egypt and the work COC Bless (Coptic 
Orthodox Church Bishopric of Public, 
Ecumenical and Social Services) is doing 
to tranform communities. 

“Charity would make people 
dependant on you, but when you 
encourage them to develop their 
potential and assist them to do that they 
find they will finally depend on 
themselves,” says Salwa. COC Bless works 
with communities of up to 5,000 people 
for up to five years to help them become 
self sufficient. At any one time the 
Egyptian Church can be working with 
up to 30 communities. For each project, 
two or three field workers are selected to 
complete a course in Cairo, before they 
return home to carry out a needs 
assessment. 

“A development committee is formed 
from volunteers and from there we 
develop specialist groups to work in 
different areas, such as health, the 
environment and education. If there’s a 
medical doctor in the area we can 
arrange mobile clinics,” says Salwa. A lot 
of work is carried out on reproductive 
health and family planning, with a lot of 
classes for pregnant women. 

“We raise awareness on HIV/AIDS 
although that’s not at all prevalent in 
Egypt,” says Salwa. “We do a lot of work 
around female genital mutilation. It’s a 
very old practice but it still happens in 
rural areas. A lot of organisations have 
been working on this.” 

There is a programme on economic 
development which has two 
components: vocational training and 
providing loans to help people start 
income generating projects. “Obviously 
the main occupation in the rural areas is 
agriculture but in Egypt families do 
farming in an old, traditional way. 

“We organise a lot of orientation 
sessions and a lot of people who do field 
visits with the families looking at 
modern, eco friendly techniques and the 
use of fertilizers and pesticides, work on 
livestock protection, vaccinations for 
cattle,” says Salwa. 

With a high rate of illiteracy education 
programmes are crucial, especially in 
rural areas, and particularly among 
women. Salwa and her colleagues 
organise classes to help people pass a 
Government exam, which enables them 
to go on to work in official positions. 



“We have excellent examples 
of people who were illiterate and 
after obtaining their certificate 
have pursued further education 
and ended up with a middle 
level education diploma. We 
have a programme for children 
and for youth and pre-schools. 

We are adopting Montessori 
methodology, seeing a lot of 
changes in children’s lives. We 
aim to empower youth to be 
more active in their churches 
and in society and also do work 
encouraging people to stand up 
for their rights. People in rural 
areas are not good at claiming 
their rights before the 
Government authorities. 

“There are people who don’t 
have access to water, which 
should be provided by the Government. 
We accompany them and teach them to 
advocate for their own rights. We’ve 
seen villages get drinkable water when 
we were not imagining that would 
happen. 

“One village wanted the road paved 
because they said that in a medical 
emergency it takes so long to help get 
someone to a good hospital outside the 
village. “We accompanied people to the 
local authorities and finally the road was 
paved and the Government was the one 
who paid the largest sum of money 
towards it,” says Salwa. In rural areas 
some men don’t accept that women 
participate in public life and COC Bless 
is addressing this. “A number of women 
have become members of development 
committees. We’ve trained young 
women to be nursery teachers, in 
literacy classes and things. At the 
beginning there is resistance from the 
men, but finally, slowly they get used to 
it. What is really rewarding is when you 
see with your own eyes the changes in 
the lives of the people,” added Salwa. 



Egypt: the facts 

• Population 80,471,869 

• 20% live under the poverty line (16 

million people) 

• Religion: 90% Muslim 10% Christian 

• Life expectancy is 74.2 years 

• Literacy: 71.4% (male 83%, female 
59.4%) 

• Female genital mutilation is 
supposedly illegal in Egypt, but the 
practice is still widespread 

• Child labour: An estimated 2.7 
million child workers aged 6 - 14. 

• Human Development Index: 112th 
out of 177 countries 

• Egypt is the second most populous 
country on the African continent 

• Egypt has a very touristy reputation 
and there are many wealthy people 
because of this and the oil industry. 
This makes the poverty in Egypt all the 
more stark as the disparity is so great. 
Christian Aid 



Taking a chance on green beans 




In El Gawley village, Salam is the village association set up by COC Bless. 

Joseph Tawfeeq, pictured above, was approached to join the Salam 
Farmers’ Association and be part of a green beans project because he 
only owns a couple of feddans on which to grow enough food to support 
his family of six. 

Growing beans was completely new in the village and seen as risky, but 
Joseph was prepared to take the chance. His gamble paid off; the crops 
were exported and he has made a good profit, enabling him to buy the 
essentials for living and to celebrate by buying presents for his family. 

Pic: Christian Aid/Tabitha Ross 
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Family 



Experiencing Easter 




A N Experience Easter set of 
reflections has been taking 
children through the events of 
Holy Week across the Diocese. 

Around 450 children were guided 
around a reflective prayer walk at St 
John the Baptist Church, Bodicote. 
Around 150 more were taken around 
a similar event at St Aldate’s, Oxford. 
The Easter Experience is based on 
resources developed by the Gloucester 
Diocese and designed for use in 
churches. 

In Bodicote the children arrived in 
groups of 30 and were taken around 
the church in groups of six, reflecting 
on different parts of the Easter story. 

The vicar, the Revd Ben Phillips 
said: “It’s a creative way of taking 
children through Holy Week and 
Easter. It uses different themes to 
relate what was going on in Jesus’s 
mind and life, from what the crowd 
would have been thinking on Palm 
Sunday through to the importance of 
the bread and wine and Jesus’s 
experience of being alone in the 
garden. 

“The children seemed to like it and 
the teachers found it very helpful to get 
across the message that Easter is about 
more than just chocolate eggs.” 

St Aldate’s Schools’ Worker Luke 
Tarassenko said: “It went brilliantly. 
Children came in during the week last 
week and really enjoyed getting stuck in 
and using the interactive stations. 

He said the St Aldate’s week ended 
with an all-age event on the Saturday, 
telling the Easter story through five 



different songs. 

“It was brilliant. I was really proud of 
the people who put it together. I hope it 
will happen again at St Aldate’s. We 
wanted to show that it could be done in 
a city centre church and inspire other 
churches to do it. The idea came from 
the Oxford Diocesan Schools’ Advisers 
and the hope was that lots of churches 
would do it.” 

Pictured above and right are children 
experiencing Easter at St John the Baptist, 
Bodicote. Pics: KT Bruce. 



ION LINE 



See 

www.experienceeaster.org for more 
details of the resources. 




PACT calls for action from the Government 



A BBC documentary has prompted 
children’s charities to call on the 
Government to provide more 
support for adoptive families. 

A Home for Maisie, which was broadcast 
last month, highlighted the difficulties, 
challenges and rewards of adopting 
older children who have been abused 
and neglected. It featured a family who 
have adopted through Parents and 
Children Together (PACT) , the Oxford 
Diocese’s family charity. Eight major 
children’s organizations, including 
PACT and Barnados put out a joint 
statement responding to the 
programme. 

They stated that while most adopted 
children will not have the same level of 
need as seven-year-old Maisie, who was 
featured, and many will be younger, 
more than 70 per cent will have 
experienced abuse and neglect in their 
early lives. Adoptive parents, and long- 
term foster carers, deal directly with the 
consequences of this early harm. They 
need to acquire new knowledge and 
different parenting styles to help their 
children heal and deal with the 
consequences of what has happened to 
them. For more traumatised children, 
additional intensive support is needed 
and the documentary gave an insight 
into this work and the therapeutic 



support required to help it succeed. 

The statement read: “Given all this, 
while we know that there is good 
practice within adoption support 
services, there is a pressing need to 
invest further in developing evidence- 
based approaches and services, and 
understanding more about what works 
for children and families. For many 
families, the adoption support system 
fails to offer the enhanced practical 
support that they need. 

'...there is a pressing need 
for more investment...’ 



“Effective adoption support services 
are crucial to improved outcomes for 
abused and neglected children. 

“However, the current system for 
adoption support focuses on assessment 
rather than delivery, struggles to develop 
cross-boundary partnerships between 
social care, health and educational 
services, and is severely under-funded.” 
Aside from the benefits that adoption 
brings personally and socially, two recent 
reports have illustrated the economic 
benefit of adoption: the Social Return 
on Investment (SROI) Evaluation 
carried out by Baker Tilly and Cass 



Business School into PACT’S adoption 
service, and the Coram report on its 
partnership with Harrow London 
Borough Council. 

The PACT SROI evaluation concluded 
that for every adoption from care, where 
the adopter is able to provide informed 
support to the child in resolving the 
issues from their past, there is a social 
return of over £lm. This is comprised of 
direct savings to the State from taking a 
child out of the care system, and 
through the financial benefits to society 
of a child avoiding negative paths in life 
that might be the result of not receiving 
effective therapeutic parental support. 
The BBC programme pointed out that 
an investment of £5,000 per adoptive 



family could help ensure adoptions were 
successfuljan Fishwick, Chief Executive 
of PACT said: “A Home for Maisie 
illustrates that a particular parenting 
style for some children with extreme 
challenges is required for them to 
develop and grow as they need to. 
Developmental re-parenting embodies 
varying degrees of re-visiting the missed 
experiences of the past, combined with 
sound boundary setting and consistent 
attention. The PACT SROI study 
demonstrates the striking effects that we 
are achieving by this approach. Not only 
is the economic effect evidenced in this 
report but also the life-changing 
experiences for the children and 
families we work with.” 



On the day the documentary was aired, the Church of England nationally expressed 
concern that the Government’s child poverty strategy unveiled last month will not help 
the deprived children of today and called for a renewed focus on household income. 

The Mission and Public Affairs division of the Archbishops’ Council said in a 
statement: “We regret that the strategy contains no intention to redistribute wealth at a 
time when material inequality in Britain is higher than it has been for over a century.” 

It added that the new Government measures would not have immediate effect and 
stated: “our strongest concerns are reserved for the outcomes experienced by children 
now.” 

While the Church supports the Government view that effective parenting, strong 
families with at least one parent in work, access to good education and good life 
chances are vitally important for all children. It believes that any child poverty strategy 
had to focus on household income “because in practice and despite all the other 
factors which affect childen’s wellbeing, money matters.” 
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„ _ Enriching 

Refreshing Inspirational 




MA in Theology and Ministry 

High quality training for ck a rqy and lay ministers 

GiaftntEjnig and rigorous postgraduate study that will 
practically equip you in reading culture, serving [tie cliurcti 
and proclaiming lire gOipd afrc^i in lire Iwirnty Hist CtnUry. 

Mud ul us iJvailulik' Incjudu: 

Growth and Ouulinc in British Christianity TJ4S Lu present day Biblical Literacy 
Preaching from the Synoptic Gospels * Psychology and Christian Ministry 
Changing Worship How Mission can shape the Church Leadership 
Preaching from the Old Testament Mission and Ministry in Acts 




Full time, part-time and single module 

options arc available. 



IF Durham 

l imvrvUv 



Postgraduate Certificate Postgraduate Diploma 
MATM Doctoral Studies in Theology and Ministry 






Call Val Strickland on 

Enquiries at: v.e.itrickland@durham.ac.uk www.cranmcrhall.com 





Regents Park College, University of Oxford 
Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture 



TRINITY TERM, 2011 

Public Lectures at Regent's Park College, Pusey St, Oxford 0X1 2LB on Tuesdays at 5:00pm 



The King J ames Bible: Impact and Legacy 

Celebrating 400 years of the Authorized Version 



3 May 


Unauthorized Versions? 

The English Bible from King Edgar to King James 
Dr Mark Atherton, Regent’s Park College 


10 May 


Publish Abroad: Printing and Publishing the King James Bible 
Dr Larry Kreitzer, Regent’s Park College 


17 May 


‘But Eve was Eve’: Milton and the King James Bible 
Dr Lynn Robson, Regent’s Park College 


24 May 


John Bunyan and the King James Bible 
Dr Roger Pooley, Keele University 


31 May 


Placing the Bible in the Textual Cultures of 1611 
Professor Helen Wilcox, Bangor University, Wales 


7 June 


William and Elizabeth Gaskell and the King James Bible 
Dr Peter Stiles, The Wesley Institute, Sydney, Australia 


14 June 


The Sacred Oratorio: Handel and the King James Bible 
Dr Deborah Rooke, Regent’s Park College 


21 June 


William Blake: Artistic Interpreter of the King James Bible 
Professor Christopher Rowland, The Queen’s College 
Dean Ireland’s Professor of the Exegesis of Holy Scripture, 
University of Oxford 



Foundations 
for the future 

Deciding on full time education is a 
tremendously important choice. In many 
cases the subject chosen can have repercussions 
throughout life, forming for many students 
the foundations of a lifetime’s career. 

For a Christian of any age the choice of a 
theological, secular or social subject is likely to 
be emphasised as it will effect the student’s 
chosen path in the future. 

A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in 
deciding what path to follow, even when 
inherent talents seem to make the choice a little 
more obvious. 

For younger Christians the path may have 
already been discussed when choosing subjects 
for A levels but for many older Christians 
starting a course could well be a part of a 
change in life’s direction. 

There’s also the choice of college. For many 
some time away from home at University can 
be a time of self-discovery and growing, 
although others may well prefer somewhere 
closer to home, to enable them to commute to 
lectures, use the library for research or just to 
catch up with fellow students for discussion. 

Studying closer to home is especially useful for 
more mature students who might well have 
commitments such as family responsibilities or 
positions of responsibility in the local church or 
other organisations. Travelling times are also 
quicker a boon for most students. 

For all the challenge of full time study should 
prove to be rewarding and fulfilling. 



Christian Learning^ 
for Busy People 




MA degree programmes in 

* Theology Imagination and 
Culture 

* Christian Approaches to 
Leadership 

* Christian Spirituality 

* Christian Liturgy 

PruyrdrTimvi delivered via hleifrivy mwdblift and 
quirtrd t khtic' yudy. Optimal modules nptsn ra all. 



vjIdaLf J L . 



Hi 



Tin: rvrvmsrrv or 

WINCHESTER 




Sarum 

College 



VfaiT www.s^rfctm.ar .tik 
L. 0I72J424B27 - rum jwr.uk 




I nvestrgati ng 



Understanding Islam 

20-33 June 2011 

An Introductory Course for Christian^ 
led hy the Revri Dr David Marshall 

residential, £ 210 : nan-wsiderilial 
(3 nigbls/days alt inclusive) 



Re invigorating 



our faith 



Speaking for Christ today 

28-29 June 2011 

Historical and contemporary approaches 

£170: 1 night residential. £50 individual days 

St Stephen's House, Oxford 
+44 (0)1865 613500 
www.ssho.ox.ac.uk 



• • 



Tl V \ 

St Stephen's House is a Permanent Private 
Halt of the Umversi&y ot Oxford. 
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Growing your 



church LIVING B98I DlSCt PLES 

l 



The very idea of evangelism can be daunting and intimidating 
for many Christians. Here Luci Heyn reflects on how a 
Leading Your Church into Growth (LYCIG) conference 
helped parishes in her benefice to do it well. 



H igh Leigh 2011 was 

second time around for 
some of the group from 
Goring, Streatley and 
South Stoke. In 

November 2009 a group from our 
Benefice, lay and ordained, made their 
way with some trepidation to a LYCIG 
conference at Swanwick. 

A central concern was the word 
‘evangelism’ and how it would be 
explored and explained on the course. 
LYCIG 09 helped the group to believe 
that everyone has a vital part to play in 
supporting church growth, regardless of 
churchmanship. It showed us that it’s 
about remembering what our faith 
means to us as individuals and seeking 
to share that precious gift in word and 
action. 

Our intrepid travellers returned full of 
enthusiasm and hope, confident that we 
could find ways to build on the good 
work already happening in our parishes. 
Step one was to form a group who met, 
and continues to meet, monthly to pray 
for church growth in our benefice. One 
of the group framed our desire for 
growth in a prayer that is used at each 
meeting: 



Father of all, 

May we commit ourselves today to building 
your Church in our Benefice - a place without 
walls, where all those you are calling can meet 
you and share your life. Help us to find the 
Seekers and welcome them into your Church 
where we can all grow together in your love. 

We ask this in the name of the one you called 
Beloved, Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 

Amen. 

Supported by prayer, and with the 
overall vision ‘to connect with, serve and 
inspire God’s people’, the parishes 
began to consult their congregations to 
identify priorities for each one. 

Developing a monthly family service 
was seen as an urgent need for one 
parish and, two years later, this service 
regularly attracts 50 - 60 people, 
including a number of young families, 
some of them new to the village. 

Another holds a monthly coffee 
morning (offering the best cakes in the 
whole of Oxfordshire in my opinion!) 
which offers a warm welcome to 20 or 
more people. It’s a time of supportive 
fellowship which is greatly appreciated 
by those who attend. The third has just 
launched a monthly group for the mums 
of young children called MOT (Mum’s 




Out Tonight) with visiting speakers, 
desserts and a chance to get to know 
each other. 

In May, inspired by the second trip to 
LYCIG, and Bishop John’s Living Faith 
initiative, we will gather for a benefice 
day looking at what it means to be a 
disciple. 

LYCIG makes it very clear that church 
growth is not about numbers it’s about 
people. Wendy Middleton, who attended 
LYCIG 2009, says: “Growth is not just 



about numbers, but the spiritual growth 
of individuals. Individuals matter. We are 
not talking about converting thousands, 
but witnessing to those we are alongside 
every day.” 

As we continue to pray for growth in 
our churches, and remembering our 
mantra of ‘doing a few things well’ we 
look forward to discerning God’s plan 
for our parishes and joining in! 

The Revd Luci Heyn is Curate at Goring and 
Streatley with South Stoke. 



The Revd Beverley Hollins, Deanery 
Development Worker in Newport Pagnell, 
Buckinghamshire, said she found LYCIG fun, 
with fabulous worship and a great sense of 
fellowship. “The speakers managed to be 
entertaining and engaging. Mission and 
church growth is what I’m doing all of the 
time and LYCIG was great for pulling 
together lots of threads. It gave me a fresh 
way of thinking about things coming back to 
looking at how you do church growth in 
small rural churches. 

“A church might want to change but the 
community around isn’t changing because 
young people can’t afford to live in the 
village. LYCIG helped me to think it through. 
Growth can’t always be about numbers, it’s 
about quality and ways of getting 
congregations to think missionally. 

Beverley wrote Nature of the Church , and 
Pictures of the Church , two courses 
available for download from 
www.oxford.anglican.org/livingfaith on 
church growth. 

Across her benefice initiatives have 
included coffee and cake at Lavendon parish 
church, for mums dropping their children off 
at the school opposite, a healing ministry 
that is currently being developed and extra 
bell ringing practices because she says 
more and more people are heading to 
churches to learn how to ring bells. 

“What’s exciting is that people are doing 
this as a witness to God. We are developing 
our own local theology of bell ringing in 
North Buckinghamshire. 



LYCIG - what the people thought 



“It’s not just that it’s fun to ring bells, it’s 
more than that,’’ she says. 

The Revd Michael Smith, Vicar of the 
Cookhams, said: “I thought it was very good. 
I wasn’t particularly looking forward to it. My 
instincts are primarily pastoral, that’s why I’m 
a parish priest. Some people are more 
missional but I don’t get up in a morning 
and think ‘how am I going to fill my church?’ 

I think ‘how am I going to minister to the 
people around here?’ 

“I was pleased it wasn’t about thinking 
about how to double the size of my 
congregation in a year, it’s about increasing 
it by five per cent this year and five per cent 
next year. It’s not about doing big stuff, it’s 
about doing lots of little things in a more 
focused way. It was refreshing and 
challenging to be reminded you can’t just be 
pastoral, you have to think strategically about 
how to make the church grow.’’ 

Juliet Gilliland, who is responsible for 
communications in the Buckingham Benefice 
and Living Faith co-ordinator said the 
conference felt appropriate for her church. 
She said: “We had just had a vision building 
PCC away afternoon which is to be followed 
up in June and will be having a mission 
weekend in early May. 

“LYCIG was wonderful, challenging and 
inspirational with its emphasis on prayer as 
the basis for everything. David Banbury said 
‘when I pray, stuff happens.’ Do we lean on 
God and pray expectantly or do we overly 
rely on experience and plan things or go on 
with business as usual with little attention to 




what God might be asking us to do? 

“I sensed a strong presence of God 
there - it was a real blessing. There 
seemed to be a lot of joy around and an 
atmosphere of expectancy and I am sure 
we were all encouraged! As well as the 
teaching and times of fellowship with 
others, I enjoyed the times of worship 
and found the anointing experience very 
special indeed. 

“I have also been personally 
challenged to move onwards in exploring 
my own calling to ordained or licensed 
lay ministry. All of our team who 
attended LYCIG have been bowled over 
- we are energised! The conference 
demonstrated that in line with its Living 
Faith vision, the Diocese of Oxford takes 
equipping for mission and evangelism 
seriously and that’s great! I was really sad 
when the conference came to an end and 
am keen to share what came out and 
prayerfully work on it with others in our 
church and benefice - I much appreciate 
the manual in this connection.’’ 

Nathan Philips, lay member of the team at 
St James and St Francis, Cowley, Oxford, 
said: “I have been praying about growth in 
the parish of Cowley for years and the 
conference was a useful opportunity to take 
time out from day to day ministry and get the 
opportunity to more deliberately reflect not 
just on strategies but also our whole 
theology of church growth. It was good to 
be there as part of a team from the parish as 
that gave us an opportunity to reflect 



together on how to practically implement the 
principles that we were learning.’’ 

He said members of the congregation will 
be attending a shorter version of the course 
later in the year and that members of the 
ministry team will be taking part in the 
follow-up process to LYCIG. 

“For us it’s really important to have all this 
information but actually the processes that 
we learn we want to store them up inside 
but in each situation we have to listen for 
God and what he wants us to do at that 
time. Often the temptation is to run ahead 
and do everything that we have learnt, but 
actually just stopping and waiting for God is 
really important because without him we can 
do nothing.’’ 
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/A comfortable hoteC in the popuCar 
JACum Chine area of Bournemouth . 

Near to the seafront with exceCCent bCuefCag 
beaches, bus stop right outside, parking, rooms 
for 1, 2, 3 or 4peopCe . 7 ACC Tn-suite. Tea/ 'coffee 
faciCities and tv /radio in each room. 
Convenient for Bournemouth, TooCe and many 
other attractions. Reasonable rates. 
Telephone 01202 761607 

www.thegtenbourne.co.iik • info@thegCenbourne. co.uk 
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Crantock 

Anneth Lowen, a North Cornish Holiday 
Cottage. Sleeps 7 plus cot. 8 minutes 
walk from beach. Great for families, 
art groups, walkers. Available all year. 
Short breaks or holidays. 

See website for details 
www.crantockholidayhome.org.uk 
or call 01494 528305. 



LYNTON DEVON 



A warm traditional welcome welcome awaits you at 

Kingford House 

☆☆☆☆ Silver Award 
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally situated for 
coastal & Exmoor walks. 

Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 
for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 



CORNWALL 



8 Berth 4 bedroom caravan with 
Stunning views over mid 
Cornwall with own Private 
grounds. Set on a small 
holding in rural area. 
From £250 per week . 
DOG welcome. 
www.solesupfront.com/holiday 



Cfaffdattooii Valley 








Events 




Fun filled, action packed, under canvas 

In Beer, Devon and Charmouth Dorset 
July 30th to August 20th 
For 9 to 17 year olds. Prices from £110 

Informative Relevant 

Bible Teaching for the 21st century 
and World Focus 

Challencpng Practical 






Youth Office, W EC International, Bulstrode 
Oxford Road, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8SZ 
Tel: 0 1 753 278 113 E: youth@uk.wec-int.org 
www.weccamps.org 
Regstered Charity Nos 2307005 &SCO 37715 



Feature 

Pilgrimage - your 



The Revd Sally Welch 

explores ancient and more 
up to date reasons for 
heading off on a pilgrimage. 

or nearly 2,000 years people 
have undertaken a ‘spiritual 
journey to a sacred place’. 
Inspired by a multiplicity of 
reasons, following any one of 
hundreds of the pilgrim routes that criss- 
cross the UK and Europe, hundreds of 
thousands of people every year seek 
enlightenment or healing. 

They walk for rest and relaxation or as 
a penance, seeking divine aid or in 
gratitude for help received. In 
undertaking a pilgrimage we are 
following a route that has been trodden 
by many people before us, yet each time 
it is different. Each individual 
experiences something unique to him or 
her. 

Right at the heart of pilgrimage is the 
idea that some places on this earth are 
more spiritually significant than others, 
and that a journey made in seriousness 
to one of these locations can carry 
important spiritual benefits. 

Traditionally, the three most famous 
pilgrimage sites have been Jerusalem, 
Rome and Santiago. To visit the places 
where Jesus lived, stayed, preached and 
died is of great historical interest, often 
giving a sense of ‘bringing to life’ of the 
Bible. However, other places too were 
held to be, if not quite as significant as 
Jerusalem, at least of great importance. 

The medieval belief that by travelling 
to places where saints had lived or 
performed miracles a closeness was 
gained to the saint concerned has to a 
large extent disappeared nowadays. 

What remains is a feeling that some 
places serve as a bridge between the 
reality of earth and the possibility of 
heaven. 

Not all these places needed to be a 
long distance away. Places such as Iona 
in Scotland and Holy Island off the 
Northumbrian coast are long-established 
pilgrimage destinations, renowned for 
the holiness of their atmosphere. Other 
sites too offered pilgrims an opportunity 
to pray where saints had prayed before 
them, such as the Shrine at Walsingham, 
the site where in 1061 Richeldis was told 
by the Virgin Mary to build a house 
similar to the one in Nazareth that 
sheltered the infant Christ; or 
Canterbury Cathedral, the scene of the 
murder of St Thomas a Becket. 

In addition to the experience simply 
of travelling to a sacred site can be 
added the desire for healing, either 
physical or mental or spiritual. Medieval 
pilgrims would often travel to the 
shrines of saints who were reputed to 
have a particular power to heal - St 
Margaret’s Well at Binsey near Oxford, 
for example, would be visited by those 
suffering from afflictions of the eye. The 
more severe the illness, the more 
powerful the saint needed to be and the 
greater the distance to be travelled. 



Today, the site of Lourdes receives 
some five million visitors a year, a sure 
indication that a desire for healing is still 
a powerful reason for pilgrimage even in 
the sceptical 21st century. Often, 
however, the sickness was not physical 
but mental, engendered by a deep sense 
of sin, and thus penitential pilgrimages 
were common. By the 11th century this 
concept had become formalized into the 
notion that forgiveness of sins could be 
obtained by a formal visit to a particular 
shrine - there was even a ranking system 
whereby the more serious the sin, the 
further away the shrine, with Jerusalem 
reserved for the most notable crimes. 

This idea is still valid today, with many 
people undertaking pilgrimages when 
they want to turn their lives around, 
freeing themselves from forms of 
addiction, or failures at work or 
unsatisfactory relationships. This type of 
pilgrimage has even been formalized as 
part of the Belgian penal system, with a 
small number of young offenders being 
‘sentenced’ to travel to Santiago by foot 
as part of their rehabilitation 
programme. 

1 Pilgrimage is a state of 
mind as much as it is a 
physial journey../ 



Perhaps the greatest motivation for 
pilgrimage is that of taking time out 
from the ordinary concerns and ties of 
everyday life to engage more 
thoughtfully and profoundly with one’s 
spirituality and, if Christian, with God. 
Freed from material concerns, distanced 
from the complications of human 
relationships, liberated from the 
constraints of earning a living, Christian 
pilgrims are able to enter more fully into 
an examination of themselves and their 
relationship with their Creator. The 
resulting increase in self-knowledge and 
awareness of God’s power and love can 
bring immeasurable benefits on the 



pilgrim’s return to 
‘normal’ life at the 
end of the journey. 

But for many of 
us, making a long 
journey over 
challenging terrain 
is not an option. 

Tied by work or 
family 

commitments, 
hampered by 
financial or health 
constraints, is it still 
possible to obtain the same spiritual 
insights experienced by those who are 
free to spend many days on journeys? 
The answer for me has been that our 
God is not only the God of the wide 
open spaces and the long winding road, 
but a God who can be found even in the 
smallest detail, in the most ordinary 
actions of our everyday life. The most 
important task is to think and act in 
such a way that we are enabled to see 
him there. 

Above all, pilgrimage offers us the 
chance to take some time away from the 
distractions of everyday life and focus 
more deeply on our relationship with 
God. Pilgrimage is a state of mind as 
much as it is a physical journey - we can 
take the opportunity to cultivate a 
mindfulness, an awareness of being fully 
alive in the present moment. Passing 
slowly through familiar landscapes we 
have the opportunity to see them again 
through different eyes - eyes made alert 
to the signs of God’s glory in creation, to 
the range of blessings to be found in the 
scenery that surrounds us, to our own 
needs and the needs of those with whom 
we share our lives. 

We can nurture the gift of living in the 
present, acutely and sensitively aware of 
our immediate environment, spending 
time simply being in God’s presence, 
enjoying his company, being surrounded 
by his love. 

This is an edited extract from Every Place is Holy 
Ground by Sally Welch, Canterbury Press ISBN 978 1 
84825 075 8. To be published in June. The Revd Sally 
Welch is an Assoicate Priest at St Margaret’s, Oxford. 



Your chance to win the latest Pocket Prayers 

THE latest in the Canterbury Press Pocket Prayers series is 
Pocket Prayers for Pilgrims, by the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd John Pritchard. 

This book is part of the Diocese of Oxford’s Pilgrim Project 
which will see churches across Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire taking part in a variety of pilgrimage related 
events throughout this year. And the Door has three copies to 
give away in this month’s prize draw. 

To stand a chance of winning send your name and address to 
Pocket Prayers for Pilgrims, Diocesan Church House, Oxford, 

OX2 0NB, to reach us no later than Friday 13 May. 

Get a Door readers’ discount 

WE have teamed up with the publishers to offer readers a 20 per cent discount on both 
Pocket Prayers for Pilgrims and Every Place is Holy Ground. 

To get the discount quote OXPILGRIM201 1 on orders placed before 31 December 
201 1 . To post send a cheque payable to Norwich Books and Music to Norwich Books 
and Music, 13a Hellesdon Park Road, Norwich, NR6 5DR. Tel: 01603 785925 Fax: 
01 603 78591 5 Email: orders@norwichbooksandmusic.co.uk UK orders please add 
£2.50 for P&P or £5.00 for orders over £25. Orders over £75 postage free. 
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sustaining the 

SACRED CENTRE 




Heading to Wells Cathedral on their annual pilgrimage are 
members of St George’s, Wash Common. Pic: Paul Cowan 



Where are you planning to go ? 



A cross Oxfordshire, 

Buckinghamshire and Berkshire 
.Christians will be donning their 
walking boots this summer, ready to 
head off on pilgrimages. 

One of the most popular is the St 
Birinus Pilgrimage. The story goes that 
Birinus, sent by the Pope to bring 
Christianity to the Midlands of England, 
got as far as the Thames valley and there 
encountered Cynegils, a local pagan 
king. Cynegils was baptised by Birinus in 
the River Thames, near the site of what 
is now Dorchester Abbey and gave 
Birinus land in Dorchester to build a 
church. 

Each year at the beginning of July 
pilgrims gather at Churn Knob to 
retrace Birinus ’s 12 mile walk from his 
meeting place with Cynegils to 
Dorchester where he founded his Abbey 
church. The walk starts with worship 
before pilgrims follow a marked route 
which takes in several churches. At each 
church pilgrims can pray, receive 
refreshments and have their ‘pilgrim 
passport’ stamped. At the end of the 
walk they gather at St Birinus Roman 
Catholic church in Dorchester-on- 
Thames for tea, and then make 
procession to the Abbey for a final act of 
worship. This year’s pilgrimage is on 3 
July; gathering at Churn Knob from 
12.15pm; with the Pilgrimage Service at 
Dorchester Abbey at 6pm. 

For 30 years Dorchester based 
mechanic James Pratt has walked the St 



Birinus route before it’s taken place, 
marking it ready for the pilgrims. “It is 
my way of saying thank you for all the 
gifts that God’s given me. People say 
‘aren’t you good’ but I’ve got a lot of 
things to be grateful for. It’s an 
incredible day that brings old people 
and young people together. I hope other 
people get the same pleasure out of it 
that I get,” says James, who has also done 
the famous Santiago de Compostela 
route twice, once with his son and once 
with his daughter and two of her friends. 
The second time was the year the St 
Birinus route closed due to foot and 
mouth disease. 

“I’d walked the route in January, when 
the snow was on the ground. I thought 
I’d like to walk it in the middle of 
winter. Within a month the route was 
closed due to foot and mouth. It was a 
terrible year for farmers. I know they 
were having real problems so I cycled 
across Spain to raise money for the Farm 
Crisis Network.” 

At St George’s Church, Wash 
Common in Newbury pilgrimages have 
taken place since 1992. This year they 
are planning to head to Bath Abbey. 
Usually about 20 to 25 people go on the 
pilgrimage, organised by the vicar, the 
Revd Paul Cowan, and church member 
Terry Rayson. Terry said they begin each 
day with worship, usually setting off after 
a Eucharist. He said: “For me it 
represents the time when I truly relax 
despite any demands on me in terms of 



keeping the show on the road. I love the 
community and the fellowship. 

“Everyone makes an effort and 
everyone contributes something. The 
routes are off-road as much as possible 
and we see things and places you could 
never see from a car, or even a bike. Our 
own arrival services at destinations are 
really very special. Coventry Cathedral in 
1999 was really something. We even got 
to meet the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Rowan Williams at the main Sunday 
Eurcharist at Canterbury in 2005, having 
arrived from Battle Abbey the previous 
afternoon.” 

Coming soon: 

A BRAND new map featuring 15 special 
places of pilgrimage in the Oxford Diocese 
will be presented to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury when he visits us later this 
month. The map features beautiful 
illustrations by artist Brian Hall. 

At each pilgrim site, an accompanying 
leaflet will be available to help visitors make 
the most of the experience. Bishop John will 
be visiting each of the churches in August 
to pray with local people. The map will be 
available in poster and folded pocket map 
form in the early summer. 

All parishes have also been sent copies 
of Pilgrimage: A Simple Guide , which 
follows its two predecessors Prayer and 
Reading the Bible. If you would like more of 
these Living Faith resources, contact the 
communications office on 01865 208225. 



Directory 



Retreats 




-LES 



COTHS 



An elegant house on (he beautijal 
island of Guernsey, u-ilh naming 
i 'tews ti/Herm, Jelhwt and Sink ' 

For more details visit our website 
u'mv.ksmtils.cQm, or 
telephone 0}4$] 727793 



The Highbury Centre, 
London. 

Christian Guest House on 
quiet private road. 

Free on street parking nearby. Reductions 
for full-time Christian workers. 

Tel: 0207 226 2663 

www.thehighburycentre.org 



Holidays Abroad 



IRELAND 

Grey stones 
Co. Wicklow 
Attractive Home for 
Holiday 

All mod cons, near sea. 
Dart Station Shops - 
in Quiet Area 
Reductions for Clergy 
Ring 00353-1-2876805 
0118 9787018 

DOMFRONT, 
LOWER NORMANDY 

Two bedroom cottage 
in rural setting 
70 miles from Caen. 
Shops in local villages 
Twin room/family room/cot 

Tel. 01935 814324 

Email, patatkinsonll@gmail.com 



Lanzarcfte 

P\sya Blanca 

Affordable 
family villa 
Budget Ryan Air 
flights now 
available 

Td 03454260619 

WAwlarEarcteuilladiHtcoLk 



ITALY 

Near Romantic Rome 

Self catering in rural 
tranquillity, sleeps 2-4. 
Wonderful views, historic 
village. Tel: 07836 650834 
villagirasole @ hotmail .com 
ww w. villettagirasole .com 




Insurance 



Travel Insurance 



Arranged for The Door Readers 

SUPERB TOP QUALITY ANNUAL SINGLE TRIP 
AND LONG STAY TRAVEL COVER 

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
Specialist cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

WE ARE A SPECIALIST TRAVEL INSURANCE COMPANY, 
HELPING PEOPLE OF ALL AGES, ESPECIALLY THE 
RETIRED AGE GROUP SINCE 1996. 



We are based in the UK and your call will be answered 
par by a real person. ..not a machine!!! 

HIPI Conditions apply 

Please call for details ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 



GW 





OiginaJ scrip! and dasign GOpyrigfltOl CWard Snakespsii'E Eeamb a tracing 
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The Door post 

Courses, training, conferences & workshops in May 2011. 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 6 May 2011. 

SUNDAY 1 MAY WEDNESDAY 1 1 MAY THURSDAY 1 9 MAY 



OXFORD: Richard Coles speaks about 
Psalm 1 04 at Christ Church Cathedral 
at 8pm. 

MERTON: A service to celebrate the 
opening of St Mary’s Priory, Merton and 
the founder of Merton College, Oxford. 
Email friendsof mertpr@aol.com for 
details. 

THURSDAY 5 MAY 



OXFORD: The retired clergy meeting at 
1 0.1 5am in the priory room at Christ 
Church, Oxford. ‘ Because the Holy 
Ghost over the bent World broods with 
warm breast and with ah! Bright wings’ 
- Gerard M Hopkins. - talk by Dr 
Andrew Gosler. Details 01 865 761 476. 

FRIDAY 6 MAY 



PRESTWOOD: Holy Trinity Church 
presents ‘God: Sadistic or Impotent? 
Can a loving God use natural 
selection?’ 7.30pm. Tickets £5 from 
www.htprestwood.org.uk or 01 494 
863627/868537. 

SATURDAY 7 MAY 



STRATFIELD MORTIMER: St Mary 
the Virgin at 7.30pm - Innovations Jazz 
Orchestra. Tickets £1 0 (under 1 8s 
free). Details 01 1 8 933 1246. 

BANBURY: St Mary’s Church, 
Horsefair at 7.30pm. Celebration 
choral and organ concert. Tickets free 
from 01 295 270371. 

OXFORD: Christ Church Cathedral 
choir concert at 7.30pm. Details 
01491 574652 or carol@ 
hamblebrook.vnworks.net. 

DATCHET: St Mary the Virgin are 
holding a celebration of the 400th 
anniversary of King James Bible at 
4pm. 

UPPER BASILDON: St Stephen’s 
RG8 8LS from 2.30pm - 6.30pm. 
‘Problems in Prayer?’ - Seminar with 
the Chair of Churches Together in 
Reading. Details 01491 671357 or 
michael@pennyfamily.co.uk 

CHESHAM: Art exhibition at Christ 
Church, Waterside HP5 1 PY from 
1 1 am - 5pm. Details 01 494 725228 or 
hilaryunwin@yahoo.co.uk 



AMERSHAM: Millennium Lecture at St 
Michael and All Angels HP6 5DR at 
8pm. ‘In the beginning was the 
conversation: God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit’ by Jane Williams. Details 
01494 726680. 

FRIDAY 13 MAY 



MARLOW: Churches Together in 
Marlow are holding a ‘Walk through the 
Old Testament’ seminar at 7.30pm and 
also on Saturday 1 4 May at 9am. 
Details 01 628 471 61 0 or tony. 
threlfall@live.co.uk 

SATURDAY 14 MAY 



ROTH ERFI ELD PEPPARD: All Saints 
Church at 7.30pm. ‘Of Life and Love’ - 
a concert by Marion Olsen. Free entry. 

BECKLEY: A family concert by 
Serendipity at the parish church at 
7.30pm. Details 01 865 351 270. 

STRATFIELD MORTIMER: St Mary the 
Virgin at 7pm - musical variations 
concert. Details 01 1 8 933 1 246. 

SUNDAY 15 MAY 



FARINGDON: All Saints Church at 
2.30pm. Kennington and District United 
Church choirs sing Mendelssohn’s 
Elijah. Details chris@mizpah.org.uk 

STRATFIELD MORTIMER: St Mary the 
Virgin at 1 0am - Eucharist followed by 
bring and share lunch and village 
Maying Service at 4pm. Details 0118 
933 1 246. 

TUESDAY 17 MAY 



ABINGDON: St Ethelwold’s House, 30 
East St Helen Street, is hosting an 
evening on the great 20th century monk 
and mystic, Thomas Merton. Begins at 
7.30pm. Book in advance - 01 235 
555486. 

COOKHAM DEAN: St John the Baptist 
Church. Organ recital by Paul Hale at 
8pm. Details 01 628 529861 . 

OXFORD: The Council for Christians 
and Jews lecture by Prof Amy Jill Levine 
‘Jesus, Judasim and Jewish-Christian 
relations’ at Harris Manchester College 
at 7.30pm. Details 0207 01 5 51 60. 



FREELAND: Drop-in Quiet Day at the 
Old Parsonage from 1 0am - 4pm. Bring 
your own lunch. 

FRIDAY 20 MAY 



STOWE, BUCKS: Stowe Church are 
holding a celebration of the 400th 
anniversary of the King James Bible at 
7.30pm. Details 01 280 81 3887 or 
jandrb@bundock.com 

BAMPTON: Music in Country 
Churches will be holding three concerts 
at St Mary’s Church in the evening 
today and tomorrow and also tomorrow 
morning. Details 
salwaypg@btinternet.com 

SATURDAY 21 MAY 



THAME: The association of Christian 
writers are holding a Writer’s Day in St 
Mary’s Church from 9.30am to 1 .30pm. 
Details 01 844 21 3673. 

WITNEY: Green cafe @ The Corn 
Exchange from 1 0am - 4pm. Come 
along to a fair trade event. Details 
01993 709596. 

SUNDAY 22 MAY 



OXFORD: Love Oxford event at South 
Park. Details www.loveoxford. 
org.uk or 01 865 254802. 

OXFORD: The Holywell Music Room at 
2.30pm. Kennington and District United 
Church Choirs sing Elijah. 

OXFORD: Quiet Day at Regent’s Park 
College ‘Living the Liturgy’ with Revd 
Myra Blyth. Details 01 865 276214. 

FRIDAY 27 MAY 



FINGEST: Hambleden Valley. Healing 
service with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion at 
10.15am. Details 01 491 571231. 

SATURDAY 28 MAY 



EAST HAGBOURNE: This year’s 
Scarecrow Trail has a ‘royal’ theme and 
begins at 9am and runs until 
5 June. Details 01 235 81 3826. 



Courses & special events 

INTRODUCTION TO THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND: This training day will aim 
to explain the history and structures of 
the Church of England. Saturday 7 May 
in Woodley. 

EXTENDED COMMUNION: This 
course explores the Eucharist and 
Communion by Extension in the Bible 
and the Anglican Church. It is open to all 
who are interested to find out more 
about this aspect of Christian worship. 
Saturday 1 4 May in Oxford. 

INTRODUCTION TO SPIRITUALITY: 

This is a practical course with 
opportunities to gain experience in 
different ways of praying. Saturday 21 
May in Woodley. Details of these three 
courses available from sheila.townsend@ 
oxford.anglican.org or 01 865 208277. 



VOCATIONS WEEKEND: 6 - 8 May at 

All Saints Convent, Oxford. Details 
01 865 2491 27 or leaderassp@ 
socallss.co.uk 

BERKSHIRE VOCATIONS 
FELLOWSHIP MEETING: 24 May at 

7.45pm at New Hope Community 
Centre, Reading. ‘Hospice Chaplaincy’. 
Details sue.foley@oxford.anglican.org or 
01865 208291. 

TRAUMA HEALING WORKSHOP: 

9-13 May at Wookbrooke Quaker 
Study Centre, Birmingham. Details 0121 
354 2625. 

CUDDESDON BIBLE-READ: 30 May - 

1 2 June at Ripon College. ‘ Proclaiming 
the Word: 1611 - 201 1 ’. Details helen- 
ann.hartley@ripon-cuddesdon.ac.uk or 
sfarrant@ripon-cuddesdon.ac.uk. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 

1 0am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 11.1 5am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm 
(Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight: Time to reflect, time to 
pray. Contemporary liturgies for mind 
and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01 865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 




Thinking 



Children 
need families 

Can we help you build your 
family through adoption? 



about adoption? 




Information Event 

Wednesday 4th May 20 M 

6.30pm - 8.00pm 

Contact 

0 1 908 572700 
enqulries@5fcs.org.uk 

Venue 

St Francis' CMdren's Society 
CoHis House 
HE Nt'wpH ii I fit.Mil 
Woobtone 
Milton Keynes MK 1 5 QAA 



St. Francis 

CHILDREN’S 

SOCIETY 

www.sfcs.org.uk 



To Advertise in 
The Door 

Call 01752 225623 




Celebrating 60 years of 
retirement housing... 



PI.FASF HF! P 13S IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 



The Church of England Pensions Hoard (tdo5/id 
FRF.FPOST R<)R, LONDON SWlP 3YS 
Tel: U2U 7 U9H 1BOO 
Web: wvvvvAepb-ciTg.uk/appeals 
Email: eiiquiriK@c^plu a -of-e.oy£.uk 

Registered Chnnly Number: 2 J 6627 



Wiih supported housing and nursing care, die Church 
of England Pensions Board provides security and peace 
of mind in reliremeni to I hose who have given iheir 
lives towards helping others. In (he name of Christ, 
including Ctergy Widows and Licensed Lay Workers. 



We rely mi ihinatimis find legacies In ronlhiLir this 
much needed work. 
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Wake up to 




Spring 
Edition 
Out Now 

THE SON is a bright, newsy 
and uncompromising tabloid 
newspaper which aims to put 
Jesus back at the centre of 
society. 

Written and presented in an 
easy to read style, based on 
the UK's biggest circulation 
newspapers, THE SON is an 
ideal tool to reach believers 
and unbelievers as well. 

The current edition of 
THE SON includes stories 
on J ustin Bieber, Katie 
Piper, Martin Sheen, Sir 
Anthony Hopkins and 
many more. It's an ideal 
tool for outreach. 

Why not use THE SON to 
reach your community? 




Order your copies today: 
www.theson.org.uk 



or call The Son hotline 
on 01752 225623. 



'Enjoyed the 
paper - looks 
great. Well done!' 
J eremy Vine 
BBC Radio 2 



The Son. 




V 



J 




w m ■ I ■ Mm 

POSITIVE RADIO • RADICAL MESSAGE 



Cross Rhythms HQ PO Box 1110 Stoke-on-Trent ST1 1XR Staffs 
E: admin@crossrhythms.co.uk W: www.crossrhythms.co.uk T: 01782251000 






BibleLtjnds presents its 2011 Ann ual Lecture 

PALESTINIAN REFUGEES: WHAT, 
IN GOD’S NAME, IS HAPPENING? 

Bernard Sabelia 



Fa Ft ul ivF Snt ret ary of Ihe Middle f j\t Council of 
C\ lurches' Department of Service to Prileslinidu Refugees 



Tuesday 
17 May 2011 
at 7 



Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford 

at 7.20pm 
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Arts 



The Oxfordshire Gospels 




I 




& 



GOSPEL chapters are rolling in thick 
and fast from church schools across 
Oxfordshire. 

Children have been writing out 
chapters from the gospels, in their 
neatest handwriting, for a project to see 
all four gospels produced by the 
county’s 80 church schools. So far there 
are just eight chapters left to be claimed 
by schools, from the books of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John. The project is 
being supported by the Diocesan Board 
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of Education, Bible Reading Fellowship 
(BRF) and Christ Church Cathedral. 

The Gospels will be collated and 
bound separately and presented in 
Christ Church Cathedral at the Annual 
City and County Frideswide service in 
October. Schools interested in taking 
part should contact the Bishop of 
Dorchester, the Rt Revd Colin 
Fletcher’s office on 01865 208245. 

Above is part of John 2, written out by pupils at 
Frieth CofE Infant School. Pic: Kristina Masih. 



Of poets and icon drawers... 



F r. Fady Abdulahad from the Syriac 
Orthodox Church once said this: 
“[In the West] you always have 
theologians who are philosophers but in 
the East you always have theologians who 
are either poets or maybe icon drawers...” 
Finally, the poet and the image-maker 
make their entrance, summoning us to 
worship God in creative ways through 
images and words, engaging our 
imagination and senses. 

Chris Thorpe and Jake Lever are a poet 
and an image maker. They have created 
Touching the Sacred , a book that offers us a 
wonderful and practical resource for 
reflective worship. Touching the Sacred is a 
collection of user-friendly liturgies and 
easy on the eye images. The book is 
divided into four main sections, 
Michaelmas, Epiphany, Holy Week and 
Pentecost. Each section contains various 
creative liturgies which are accompanied 
by images of hands. The themes are 
imaginative and unusual; angels, exile, 
dreamer, astrologer, emergence, risk, and 
paradox to mention just a few. 

The language is inclusive; the themes 
are relevant, understanding well the 
Zeitgeist of our time. The poised images 
are easy to grasp and engage with, 
providing the viewer with a sense of 
transcendent mystery, particularly the 
more abstract and primitive images 
which are a delight. 



Touching the Sacred 

Chris Thorpe and Jake 
Lever 

Canterbury Press £1 6.99 




The book comes with a CD Rom 
which is easy to navigate. It has all the 
written and visual material ready for use, 
as well as suggestions for music. The 
partnership of poet and image maker has 
given us a magic blend of words that 
resonate deeply in the chords of our soul 
and pictures that lead us to places of 
spiritual enlightenment. 

‘....we have something 
ancient and new, fresh and 
relevant. ’ 



Here we have something ancient and 
new, fresh and relevant, honest and 
inspirational. This book brings beauty 
and poetry into the heart of worship. If 
you are looking to inspire new life into 
your worship, this book will do it. 

The Revd Ernesto Lozada-Uzuriaga is an artist 
and Priest-in-Charge at Christ the Cornerstone, 
Milton Keynes. 



M 



The Cotswoids arc known 
across the world for their 
delightful scenery, picturesque 
villages and historic towns. At 
the heart of these villages and 
towns are their churches. Our 
new Cotswold Churches Festival 
gives us a chance to show visitors 
the spiritual life on offer in our 
churches today, alongside our 
rich history and ti edition, Do 
come and see. 

The Rt Revel Colin Fletcher. 

Bishop of Dorchester. 



COTSWOLD 

CHURCHES 



14-22 May 2011 



Refreshments • Concerts * Exhibitions * Tours * Handbells 
* Hidden Treasure * Family History • Mystery Plays 

Find out more at www.cotswoldchurchesfestival.org 
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EWTN 

CATHOLIC TV 

IS NOW ON SKY 
- EPG 589 

Radio is on EPG 0147 

Live TV at www.ewtn.co.uk 
£175 total cost for equipment and installation 
With no monthly costs 

For information & free monthly 
programme call 

0208 350 2542 

EWTN fH 

GLOBAL CATHOLIC NETWORK 



To Advertise 
in 

The Door 

Ccril 

01752 




FEATURING: 
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The Tablet is the weekly publication 
where faith and modem culture meet. 
Why not try it for yourself 
for only £43.50 (25 issues)? 



Subscribe for £1,70 per issue. Call now on 01795 414855 
(quoting "ref 3773")* Or visit: 

> r \ 



READY STEADY GO! 



Ready Steady Go!, is the theme for the 2011 International Christian 
Resources Exhibition in a year when, as a Nation, we prepare to host 
the world's premier sporting event, the London 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games. Just like athletes training to participate church 
leaders, youth and children's workers, in fact anyone involved in 
leadership needs to be Ready, Steady and willing to Go to serve our 
church community and beyond. That's why there is no better place 
to equip yourself and your church than at CRE. 



Taking disused cinemas, factory 
units and derelict office blocks and 
transforming them into modern 
church amenities - that's the theme 
of Richmond's stand at this year's 
International Christian Resources 



Action around Bethlehem 
Children with Disability 

ABCD invites you to visit our stand and learn 
more about our work with disabled children 
and disadvantaged families in the Greater 
Bethlehem area. 

Please come and view our wide range of goods 
made by severely disabled young people and 
purchase traditional gifts including embroidery 
and goods hand crafted from olive wood 
prunings and recycled paper. 

We look forward to meeting you: stand SV19 




Telephone: 01689 822259 
Visit our website: www.abcdbethlehem.org 
UK Registered Charity Number 1097623 
Company number 04383155 



Exhibition Tue 10 - Fri 13 May 2011, 
Sandown Park, Esher, Surrey. 

Following several decades' experience 
refurbishing hospitality and leisure 
venues, the company was commissioned 
to convert a 35,000 square foot disused 
factory into a modern church worship 
centre by Bangor Elim Church in 
Northern Ireland. Large London 
churches saw - and wanted the same. 

Now Richmond are at International 
CRE for the first time - providing a 
one-stop shop from concept to reality 
with an in-house design department 
providing innovative floor plans, 
drawings and colour visuals. 

Richmond will join some 400 
exhibitors at Europe's leading annual 
exhibition of church resources. There 
are many other exhibits that church 
leaders might wish to visit when looking 
for guidance in connection with 
refurbishment of existing spaces, new 
builds or even the day to day running of 
their church and other activities. 

The ChurchesAgency for Safeguarding 
will be looking to meet with people 
who work with children and vulnerable 
adults.This national charity works 
ecumenically with key churches and 




VISIT US ON STAND S95A 

Resources to grow leaders in your church 






urtfl 






Mtaaiuw 

PuSSiSLE 



itrtljf- I SJL' 



w w w.cpa s. org . u k/growi n g leaders 
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spot the potential 



'Leadership is a key factor in Lhe spread of the gospel' 

Jnir-tt Lj dO’-aLURcrof the Lcy&rs Hunt 



organisations to 
provide a safe 
CRB processing 
service when 
recruitment for 
relevant positions 
is taking place. 

Once again, 
Autosave, who 
have been proving 
cars to the 
Christian 
community for 
over 25 years will 
be on hand to 
offer help and 
advice. 

Another regular 
face at this year's 
CRE will be 
Fullers Finer 
Furniture, makers 
of the innovative 
Canterbury and 
York lecterns. 
Apart from these 
popular lecterns 
that can alter their 
height for 
different readers 
Fullers also 
provide a wide 
range of other 
beautiful joinery 
services. 
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Christian Resources Exhibition 



EQUIPPING AND EMPOWERING YOUR CHURCH 




There is simply no event like CRE, 
representing such a wide range of 
traditions and resources, where so much 
can be seen, explored, discussed and 
harnessed for the good of the church' 



Stunning images for you to use in presentations are available 
from Eikon Bible Art.The exhibition will provide a great 
opportunity to meet up with them and see just what is on offer. 

Twenties, Thirties, Forties will be on hand to help churches 
find out how they can reach this age group and how they can 
meet Christians of a similar age on a regular social basis. 

Discount book shop A Great Read will give Christian readers 
the opportunity to hear about the range of books that they offer. 

With the activity in the middle east in so much of the news 
at present many will be drawn to visit the exhibit of Action 
around Bethlehem Children with Disability.This charity works 
with the disadvantaged in the Greater Bethlehem region. A 
wide range of goods made by young people in the area 
included hand crafted gifts, recycled paper and embroidery. 

All three floors of Sandown Park will once again be packed 
with colourful and vibrant stands - from architects to organ 
suppliers, heating specialists to sound system engineers. 

Steady growth over the past decade has seen attendances rise 
to an impressive 13,000 over the event's four days - at time 
when many secular shows are struggling to survive. 

Specialist zones include Churches for All, a partnership of UK 
Christian disability organisations who have a breadth of 
experience and depth of knowledge on disability issues - 
challenging and enabling churches to fully include disabled 
people. 

Their aim is to help churches create and sustain an 
environment where disabled people can participate fully in 
church life for the benefit of all. 




edit to 
suit 



Available on DVD 
or Download 



Absolutely StlllininCf lifelike Bible siory images available in PowerPoint. 

Suitable lor all age groups. Inquiries tel: 0779S 6G6S31 

Ecwne vJsH us at CRE Estisr Boot h £35 ■ It you can 1 ! make H, nrdar online ah 



WV/W.CI KO NBf BL 6 ART.COM 

using 20% discount voucher CRE20I1 
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All Christian 
and General 
Books 

always discounted 

Reader offer, save an extra: 

£5.00 Off 

quote coupon: SAR9M 

on any order of £15.00 or more before 
P&P. Offer expires 30th June 201 1 



agreatreadxo.uk 

Great books at 
Great prices! 

For a FREE brochure, advice or to order 
please phone: 08453 679 676 

A Great Read Ltd, The Drove, Westbury, BA13 4JE 
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Award winning 
church furniture makers 



Makers of the revolutionary 
Canterbury and York Lecterns 

Telephone & Fax: 01934618111 
Emaihinfo@fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 



See us on stand P45 at CRE 



No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship musk solution. 

Qf hymns and worship songs, afl In 
arte box, ready fo pfay. No musical or fechnteaf 
knowledge required, 



Slruryhf oul uF the b ax llie 
Hymnal FluS plays aver 
2750 irodi Fiona! hymns and 
modern worship songs, 
eovAt in$ av&r 6000 hyirnn 
book enlrie*. 







Upgrade at any time, choosing tram an ever- 
gnowi ng list q! repertoire additions 
Want something else? The Hymnal Plus also plays 
your own mp3 and midi filev 

Or dei yuui FftEE i nioi ma lion putt loduy. 
hm Phone: QBGQ 043 0603 a 
Web. www.hymn^thndosyxom 

lymn Technology Uri Hymnal 
Wui diip Music Sululiur^ P lltS 





“Hi Autosave. 

how can I help you?” 

For helpful, friendly, impartial advice, call Autosave, 
your trusted team with over 25 years experience 
selling cars to the Christian community. 



Hassle free car 
buying from 
Autosave 

Prices start from £3,999. 
New, nearly new and used 
Any make, any model 
Great prices, great savings 
Part exchange welcome 



Finance available 
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To Advertise Call 01752 225623 
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Special Pensioners’ 

Hearing Aid! 

A new hearing aid offer has been introduced for Pensioners. The hearing aid 
is low cost, simple to operate and brings IMPROVED hearing to thousands! 



THE EFFECT IS IMMEDIATE. 

NO FUSS, NO BOTHER 

The sound is crisp and clear and 
it is astonishing just how easily 
conversations, television or radio can 
be heard with such a small device! 

SPECIAL BENEFITS FOR 
EXISTING HEARING AID USERS! 

If you already wear a hearing aid, 
either ‘over the ear’ or Tight inside 
the ear’, then you will be interested 
in this economical device. 



DON’T WAIT ANOTHER MINUTE 

To learn for yourself about this 
remarkable device for clearer hearing 
simply complete the coupon below 
for further helpful information and 
free illustrated booklet specially 
written for the Hard of Hearing. 

REMEMBER... 

This information pack is free, without 
obligation and will be sent by return of 
post! Simply telephone or send the 
coupon below in an envelope. 



For a FREE information pack 
on Special Pensioners’ 
Hearing Aids 

FREEPHONE 
0800 740 8680 

Please quote ref: SPFP5084 

a Or go Id www.apac ialpenaionerahitianngaid.co.uk 

and enter SPFP 5084 

www. hiddenhearing.co.uk 
Hidden Hearing Ltd, Maidstone ME14 1HL 



Please post me free and without obligation details of the Special Pensioners’ Offer ^ 



Mr/Mrs/Miss 



First Name 



bur name 



Address 



Pwstcrxie 



.fclNo.. 

tin case we need to confirm your address) 



Plume er nend mupnn loduy [NO STAMP RTQUTRTD1 to. 

Hidden Hearing Ltd, Freepost MA 1 1 7/00.1, 
Medway Sired, Maidstone ML 14 1BR 



HIDDEN HEARING 
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Letters 6^ comment 





I magine you’re playing a game of 
poker, late at night. The lights are 
low; the stakes are high, and 
you’re concentrating like mad. 
Opposite you is just one player 
and he’s pretty focused too. You put 
down a royal flush; that should do it. He 
hesitates. And then with a flourish he 
puts down five aces. You look at him in 
disbelief; he looks at you, straight-faced. 

And then his eyes begin to twinkle, his 
shoulders begin to heave, and from 
deep within there emerges the most 
wonderful, infectious laughter! In a 
moment, you find yourself caught up in 
this eruption of absurd joy. The barriers 
are down. You’ve lost - and won - at the 
same time. The evocative image of 
God’s fifth ace comes from a poem by 
Anne Sexton, and it seems to me it 
applies nowhere better than to the 
resurrection. 

When everything looked utterly 
desperate and bleak, when the worst 
thing in the history of the world had 
just happened - the Son of God had 
been killed - God played his fifth ace. 
His opponents had played their 
strongest hand; their dark royal flush 
had been laid on the table. And God 
trumped the lot. You could cry ‘unfair!’ 
But who said anything about fairness? 
Nothing about the cross was fair. The 
iron savagery of human-kind had seen 
to that. The only way out of this end-of- 
the-world situation was to make a new 
one. 

So God played his fifth ace - the 
resurrection, the foundational moment 
of a new creation. And what can you do 
with such an unexpected, off-limits 
initiative? You can only laugh at the 
reckless absurdity of it. God broke the 
rules - perhaps for the only time. Or 
was it that we discovered that the rules 
included previously un-thought-of 
possibilities? With the playing of that 
fifth ace, heaven and earth exploded in 
joy, and we’re caught up in the divine 
comedy. 

Countless people have found that 
when they’ve seemed locked away in a 
dark corner of life God has played his 
fifth ace and the deep chuckle of 
resurrection has begun to rise up within 
them. God doesn’t leave us languishing 
alone in our griefs and sorrows; he 
looks for cracks in the hard ground 
where green shoots of hope can squeeze 
through. If God’s love is unconditional 
and irrepressible then that’s what you’d 
expect. But each time it happens it 
comes with the freshness of miracle - 
the unexpected shock of a fifth ace. 

The Rt Revd John Pritchard is the Bishop of Oxford. 



Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 

“I have seen the Lord” John 20 vs 18 

O ften in a story or a news report 
there is a key phrase which 
sticks in the reader’s memory 
In the Easter story which we are 
following in church through the month 
of May there is little doubt what it is. It 
comes from several lips and - as the 
Gospels report it - in almost exactly the 
same words: ‘I (or we) have seen the 
Lord.’ 

It’s just three words in Greek and it’s 
about the simplest and most straight- 
forward sentence you could get: subject, 
verb, object. Subject: the first person 
pronoun. Verb, the past tense of the 
ordinary verb to see. The object of that 
seeing: ‘the Lord’ - Jesus, in other 
words. 

It is a grammatically simple but 
dramatically amazing statement. With 
the eyes of ordinary human sight the 
witnesses had seen alive their friend and 
leader who a few days earlier had been 
crucified. They were not talking about a 
vision or apparition, but a real person, 
body, mind and spirit, as we would say. 

They were not describing an interior 
spiritual experience. They were not 
even talking about how it made them 
feel. It was, in the plainest possible 
language, the assertion of a fact, the 
description of something that had 
actually happened: ‘I have seen the 
Lord.’ And, of course, they went on 
saying it, whatever the cost. They had, 
they really had , seen the Lord. 



There were, St Paul tells us, quite a lot 
of them - 500 on one occasion, he 
claimed (1 Corinthians 15:6). There was 
the very first witness, Mary of Magdala 
in the garden. There were the disciples 
locked away for fear in the upper room 
There was the couple walking home to 
Emmaus. They all said the same: ‘We 
have seen the Lord.’ He is risen, he is 
alive. What he said is true and what he 
did is accepted by his Father. 

Threats, persecution, torture could 
not make them deny it. For this claim 
they were prepared to die - and many of 
them did. I’ve heard people say that in 
those days people were less cynical, 
more inclined to believe miraculous 
stories. That might be true of some 
periods of history and some cultures, 
but not the prevailing culture of the 
first century. 

The Greeks and Romans had the 
Stoics, who sternly denied any notion of 
immortality, and the Jews had the 
Sadducees who, as we know from the 
Gospels, rejected any idea of 
resurrection. There was no shortage of 
sceptics - clever and influential ones. 
Remember how Paul was laughed at in 
Athens when he spoke of the 
resurrection of Jesus? When in this 
Easter season 2000 years later we sing 
the hymns of resurrection and assert 
again our belief in a risen Saviour, we 
stand with those first witnesses. 

These eyes of ours have not yet seen 
him, but despite the scepticism and 
cynicism of our age we believe their 
testimony and in our own faith 
experience we know that it is true. 

The Revd Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head 
of religious affairs, a broadcaster and author. 
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Audio version 



Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 



Comings and Goings - 

The Revd Jeremy Trigg will be leaving 
his post as Rector of Wolverton, Milton 
Keynes; The Revd Will Hunter Smart 
will take up post as Team Rector of 
Newbury; The Revd Keith Dunnett 
will take up post as Assistant Curate at 
Abingdon; The Revd David Chattell 
will be leaving his post as Assistant 
Curate at Bucklebury, Bradfield and 



LETTERS 



Disappointed readers 

We have been supporters of The Door 
since its birth but felt disappointed by the 
March 201 1 issue. 

There seemed to have been several 
technical problems. The article on Men 
and the church misses a section in the 
middle and the article on The power of 
play seems to be partly written in note 
form which makes it less than clear. 

However, much more serious was the 
inclusion in Men and the church of the 
quote from the Revd Paul Eddy. While we 
totally support his aim to approach groups 
that are often under-represented in 
church, to say the ‘The current Mission 
strategy of the C of E’ is suited to women 
because they ‘like small talk’ but ‘for most 
men to make the decision to follow Christ 
requires an intellectual/masculine hurdle’ 
is positively Victorian. It harks back to the 
days when higher education for women 
was a controversial subject because it 
was felt that it might be harmful to their 
‘delicate’ brains. Most women and men 
that we know do like ‘small talk’ if they 
mean light friendly conversation but both 
men and women require a serious 
intellectual approach when serious 
matters are under discussion. 

We note that MATCH is to be launched 
nationally. We wish it well but hope that 
Paul Eddy will not promote it in this 
prejudiced way again. 

Glena Chadwick and Penny Nairne, 
St Mary's, Chari bury. 

- I regret that the production error had led 
to these ladies having an unhelpful view 
of a very positive conference. Women 
clergy/laity I work with would not 
recognize the quote as encapsulating the 
way I ‘promote’ the total issue. I hope my 
sisters in the Gospel will take some 
comfort - the Revd Paul Eddy 
• / apologise for the production error, 
which meant that we lost some of the text 
from the original report. Our software has 
now been updated and we hope this will 
minimise the risk of such errors creeping 
in again - Editor 



Free to a good home 

Our church has 10 child safety radiator 
screens, almost new. They are designed to 
fit 2200 mm radiators. Contact the Head 
Verger. david.e.jewell@talk21 .com, if you 
are interested. 

David Jewell, St Mary's, Slough . 

Competition Winners 

The following were winners of the competition 
that appeared in April’s Door - Joyce Day from 
Oxford and Mr Guy from Minster Lovell have 
both won a family ticket to see Creation Theatre 
Company’s ‘Tales from King James’. Antony 
Gurney from Milton Keynes, Mrs Morris from 
Carterton and K Gutteridge from High Wycombe 
have all won a copy of ‘Facing the Darkness and 
Finding the Light’ by David Winter. 



Stanford Dingley; The Revd David 
Harris will take up post as Rector of St 
Giles, Reading; The Revd John Burrell 
will take up post as Vicar of Benson. 
The Revd Andrew Coleby has been 
given permission to officiate. 

We recall with sadness the deaths of 

The Revd Edward Rainsberry and 
Canon Geoffrey Shaw. 
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When she moved to London 
from Aberdeen, the Revd Dr 
Gillian Straine had never 
been to England. She tells Jo 
Duckies about surviving 
cancer, gaining a PhD and 
moving into ordained ministry. 

W hen I met Gillian she 
was still on maternity 
leave from her role as 
curate at Kidlington 
with Hampton Poyle, 
near Oxford. Her husband Gregory had 
taken their six-month-old son for a walk, 
so that she could tell me her story 
without being distracted by nappies and 
bottles. 

On moving to London as a teenage 
student, Gillian immediately began 
worshipping at St Columba’s, Pont 
Street - one of two Scottish Presbyterian 
churches in the capital. “I’d grown up in 
my local village church,” she says. It was 
there she first sensed she may have a 
calling to the ministry, inspired by two 
female Church of Scotland 
clergywomen, The Revd Jean 
Montgomerie in Aberdeen and The 
Revd Dr Easter Smart in London. 

After university she considered 
ordination but decided to do a PhD in 
atmospheric physics. “I’d always been 
really interested in the weather. I’ve 
done a lot of sailing and hill walking. 
Weather really influences both of them,” 
she says. She was offered a place on a 
PhD course but was forced to move back 
to Aberdeen when she was diagnosed 
with Hodgkin’s lymphoma - a cancer 
originating from white blood cells. 

“I had six months of chemotherapy. It 
meant I had a lot of time to consider 
who I was and what I wanted to do with 
my life. It made me realise what was 
important but I hadn’t figured out what 
I wanted to do. 



A climate scientist 




“It was hard going back to normal life 
having had that experience at such a 
young age,” she says. Now the cancer has 
been in remission for more than 10 
years and Gillian volunteers as a ‘buddy’ 
for the Lymphoma Association, 
providing telephone support for people 
who have been diagnosed with or are 
recovering from the condition. 

While she was recovering Gillian met 
Easter Smart again, at the Aberdeen 
University chaplaincy. This gave her the 
chance to experience different types of 
Christian spirituality. “I met Christians 
involved in Scripture Union and 
experienced regular Holy Communion 
and Daily Offices. In the Presbyterian 



Church we’d only have Communion 
about three or four times a year. I went 
to Taize and Iona. Iona is a very special 
place that was very influential in my 
spirituality.” 

After such a positive experience 
Gillian was inspired to join the 
University Chaplaincy at Imperial 
College when she returned to embark 
on her PhD. “During my first year back 
I experienced the Easter Triduum, the 
Holy Week services. It was very 
colourful, in contrast to the stark 
Presbyterian Church I was used to. I had 
a ‘wow’ moment with the smells and the 
sights of the Anglican Catholic tradition. 

“I was confirmed the following year by 



the Bishop of London. I got the 
opportunity to preach, to serve at the 
altar and was involved in Fair Trade.” 

Gillian now finds her spirituality in the 
Eucharist and in Franciscan-style prayer, 
often spending hours preparing for the 
Sacrament, something that she is finding 
challenging while adapting to life as a 
mum. “I’m finding myself doing lots of 
praying while I’m out walking and when 
I’m sitting next to the bottle warmer. I 
keep a prayer card by the bottle 
warmer,” she says. 

After her PhD Gillian became a 
pastoral assistant in Marylebone - an 
ethnically diverse area with a lot of 
poverty. “I worked with the homeless 
and with vulnerable women in a day 
centre. I met people with mental health 
issues. I’d not come across people with 
these issues before and found that they 
were scarily intuitive. 

“We had an interfaith cookery class 
which was nearly all women with 
children. I liked it so much I nearly 
stayed another year, but I knew it was 
time to move on, to study theology at 
Cuddesdon College.” While working in 
Marylebone she met Gregory, who is 
chaplain at Lincoln College, Oxford and 
an associate priest at St Michael at the 
North gate in Oxford. Her time in 
London also saw her working on the 
first edition of For Creed and Creation with 
PR man Nathan Oxley. It’s a simple 
guide for making churches more 
environmentally friendly and a new 
guide, especially for the Oxford Diocese, 
was published in March. 

“I’d started environmental auditing of 
my own church in London and got 
voted onto the environmental group for 
the Diocese of London. There are so 
many small things churches can do. Like 
if you have a coffee morning, don’t buy 
disposable plates and cups but get into 
the mind set of washing up re-usable 
ones.” 

To order copies of For Creed and Creation email 
environment@oxford.anglican.org, tel: 01865 208200 



PBS 

PrayerBook 

Society 



We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 

www.pbs.om.uk 
Tel: 01 189 842582 

Registered Charily No. 
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To Advertise Call 

01752 225623 
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Christian Jewellery 
& Gifts 
Tel :01373 462069 

Visit our website today! 

www.na kschristlanjewgllery.cn.uk 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www. tay lo rsof oxf o rd.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 



SMC Ltd 

Ecclesiastical & Domestic Solar Panels 

Free Electricity 

use what you make and save on bills 

25 years guaranteed income 

Feed-in-tariffs on top of bill savings 

Sell back what you don't use 

generate even more income 

01367 710152 

pv@smconsult.co.uk www.smconsult.co.uk 
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Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 
www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk 
By appointment only 









